


The unsung Heroes of the engine room, 
Joseph Bell and his fellow Engineers 
kept Titanic’s lights burning until she 
went down.  Knowing that the iceberg 
damage was fatal they stuck to their 
posts, and perished to the last man, 
together with the builders’ engineers 
who were with them. All these were 
the � rst to know the desperate nature 
of the damage to Titanic and were 
� rst to note the rising of the water, 
the uselessness of the pumps, and the 
impossibility of keeping Titanic a� oat.  

They did however keep the dynamos 
going, the pumps working, and looked 
a� er the bulkhead doors.  Most of them 
died at the last explosion, which tore 
the Titanic asunder as she went�down.

The memorial represents a man of 
great courage and human endeavour, 
for his part in the tragedy of the 
sinking of RMS Titanic, on the 
15th April 1912. Joseph Bell had an 
extraordinary role, together with his 
fellow Engineers, in the saving of so 
many lives with their heroism and 
bravery on that night.   

A� er over a hundred years this 
remarkable � gure of the 19th century 
should be more widely recognised.  

The Engine 
Room Heroes

Remembering 
their courage Restored memorial 

of Joseph Bell (le� ). 
Unveiling of the memorial 
by John Lightfoot (below) 
and Barrie Bell Hodgson. 
Barrie Bell Hodgson 
and Anne Freer are co-
authors of Tarn to Titanic: 
Life and Times of Joseph 
Bell Chief Engineer

To � nd out more 
about the life 
and times of 

Joseph Bell, and 
directions to his 
memorial, scan 

the QR code
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Main approach 
directions:

�O From the west 
use M6 junction 
43 via the A689

�O From the east 
via the A69
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Visit the restored memorial to Joseph Bell. Read the information board and discover a hidden piece of history.

RMS Titanic at the 

Southampton docks


